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 ZION EV. LUTHERAN CHURCH, MONROE, MI 
(Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod) 

 

Second Midweek Lenten Worship 
Order of Service 
March 19, 2025 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

WELCOME TO ZION.  It is our hope and prayer that the message you hear today from God’s Word will 
strengthen your faith and fill your heart with the peace only God can give and the joy we have in believing 
that JESUS CHRIST is our Savior from sin.  
 

Worship Focus: We are called to repentance and renewal as we continue the disciplines of Lent. 
 

OPENING HYMN:  CW 104                                                                          “Go to Dark Gethsemane” 
 

 
 
 
 



 
INVOCATION 

P:  In the name of the Father and of the Son  and of the Holy Spirit. 
C:  Amen. 
 
CONFESSION OF SINS 
P:  If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 
C:  If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and  
      purify us from all unrighteousness. 
 
P:  Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 
C:  Holy God, gracious Father, 
      I am sinful by nature 
      and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions. 
      I have not loved you with my whole heart; 
      I have not loved others as I should. 
      I deserve your punishment both now and forever. 
      But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins 
      with his holy life and innocent death. 
      Trusting in him, I pray: 
      God, have mercy on me, a sinner. 
 
Silence for meditation and reflection. 
 
ABSOLUTION 
 
P:  Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us.  He sent his only Son, Jesus Christ,     
       who gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world.  Therefore, as a  
       called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the  

       Father and of the Son  and of the Holy Spirit. 
C:   Amen. 
 
 
LITANY PRAYER 
 
P: O God the Father, you are not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to  
             the saving knowledge of the Truth. 
C: Have mercy on us. 
 
P: O God the Son, you carried the sin of the whole world and laid down your life to draw  
            all people to yourself. 
C: Have mercy on us. 
 
 



 
P: O God the Holy Spirit, you make the hearts of the spiritually dead alive and transform  
             rebellious people into your children. 
C: Have mercy on us. 
 
 
P: Most holy and triune God, we offer our praise for your mercy and grace which you pour  
            out through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
C: We praise you, O Lord. 
 
 
P: For revealing yourself in the Book of Truth, for gathering nations to faith by that Word,  
            for bringing our souls to believe and rejoice,  
C: We thank you, O Lord. 
 
 
P: For martyrs, reformers, and steadfast Christians who scorned personal danger to  
            proclaim the gospel, 
C: We thank you, O Lord. 
 
 
P: Stir up our hearts with the joy of our salvation and increase our love and loyalty to you. 
C: Lord, have mercy. 
 
 
P: Constantly cleanse, reform, and protect your Church in this day of spreading error and  
            confusion. 
C: Christ, have mercy. 
 
 
P: Bring your kingdom to all blood-bought souls who remain lost. 
C: Lord, have mercy. 
 
 
P: The Lord Almighty is with us; he is our mighty fortress.  Let us exalt his holy name. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



PSALM 32                                              CW 78 
 

 
 

Blessed is he whose transgressions are forgiven,* 

whose sins are covered. 
 

When I kept silent, your hand was heavy upon me;* 

my strength was sapped as in the heat of summer. 
 

Then I acknowledged my sin to you* 

and did not cover up my iniquity. 
 

I said, “I will confess my transgressions to the LORD,”* 

and you forgave the guilt of my sin. 
 

Refrain 
 

You are my hiding place;* 

you will protect me from trouble. 
 

Many are the woes of the wicked,* 

but the LORD’S unfailing love surrounds those who trust in him. 
 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son* 

and to the Holy Spirit, 

as it was in the beginning,* 

is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 

Refrain 
 

Refrain Tune: Michael Joncas. © 1986 GIA Publications, Inc., Chicago, IL, www.giamusic.com. All rights reserved. Used by 

permission. 

 

 



PASSION HISTORY RESPONSIVE READING  
 

THE PASSION HISTORY OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST 
LESSON TWO 

 

Pastor:  While they were reclining and eating, Jesus said, “Amen I tell you: One of you will betray me,  
              one who is eating with me.”  
Congregation:  They were very sad and began to say to him one after another, “Surely, not  
                             I, Lord?” 
 
Men:  He said to them, “It is one of the Twelve, one who is dipping bread with me in the  
           dish. Indeed, the Son of Man is going to go just as it has been written about him, but  
           woe to that man by whom the Son of Man is betrayed! It would have been better for  
           that man if he had not been born.”1 
 
Pastor:  After saying this, Jesus was troubled in his spirit and testified, “Amen, Amen, I tell you: One of  
             you will betray me.” 
Women:  The disciples were looking at each other, uncertain which of them he meant. 
 
Congregation:  One of his disciples, the one Jesus loved, was reclining at Jesus’ side. Simon  
                             Peter motioned to him to find out which one Jesus was talking about. 
 
Men:  So leaning back against Jesus’ side, he asked, “Lord, who is it?” 
 
Pastor:  Jesus replied, “It is the one to whom I will give this piece of bread, after I have dipped it in  
             the dish.”  
Women:  Then he dipped the piece of bread and gave it to Judas, the son of Simon Iscariot.  
                  As soon as Judas took the bread, Satan entered into him. 
 
Men:  So Jesus told him, “What you are about to do, do more quickly.” 
 
Pastor:  None of those reclining at the table understood why Jesus said this to him. Because Judas kept the 
             money box, some thought that Jesus was telling him, “Buy what we need for the Festival,” or to  
             give something to the poor.  
Women:  As soon as Judas had taken the bread, he went out. And it was night. 
 
Men:  After Judas left, Jesus said, “Now the Son of Man is glorified, and God is glorified in  
           him.2 If God is glorified in him, God will also glorify the Son in himself and will  
           glorify him at once.”3 
 
Congregation:  While they were eating, on the night when he was betrayed, Jesus took  
                             bread, blessed and broke it, and gave it to the disciples.  

                                              
1 Matthew 26:21-25; Mark 14:18-21 
2 Or Now the Son of Man was glorified, and God was glorified in him. 
3 John 13:21-32 



Pastor:  He said, “Take, eat, this is my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”  
Women:  Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying,  
 
Pastor:  “Drink from it, all of you, for this is my blood of the new testament,4 which is poured out for  
              many for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.5 
Men:  “Dear children, I am going to be with you only a little longer. You will look for me,  
           and just as I told the Jews, so I tell you now: Where I am going, you cannot come. 
 
Congregation:  “A new commandment I give you: Love one another. Just as I have loved  
                           you, so also you are to love one another. By this everyone will know that  
                           you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.” 
 
Women:  Simon Peter said to him, “Lord, where are you going?” 
 
Congregation:  Jesus answered, “Where I am going you cannot follow now, but you will  
                            follow later.” 
 
Men:  Peter asked, “Lord, why can’t I follow you now? I will lay down my life for you!” 
 
Pastor:  Jesus replied, “Will you really lay down your life for me? Simon, Simon, pay attention: Satan has  
             asked to have you all, so that he may sift you as wheat. But I prayed for you, Simon, that your faith  
             may not fail. And when you have returned to me, strengthen your brothers.” 
Women:  Peter answered him, “Even if all fall away because of you, I will never fall away.” 
 
Pastor:  Jesus said to him, “Amen I tell you: Tonight, before the rooster crows, you will deny me three  
             times.” 
Men:  Peter said to him, “Even if I have to die with you, I will never deny you.”  
 
Women:  And all the disciples said the same.6 
 
Pastor:  He said to them, “When I sent you out without money bag, traveler’s bag, and sandals, did you  
             lack anything?” 
Congregation: “Nothing,” they said. 
 
Pastor:  Then he told them, “But now, let the one who has a money bag take it, and likewise a traveler’s 
             bag. And let the one who has no sword sell his cloak and buy one. For I tell you that this Scripture  
             must be fulfilled in me: ‘He was counted with transgressors.’7 Indeed, what is written about me is  
             going to have its fulfillment.” 
Congregation:  They said, “Lord, look, here are two swords.” 
 

                                              
4 As in last will and testament. See Galatians 3:15. 
5 Matthew 26:26-28; Mark 14:22-24; Luke 22:19-20; 1 Corinthians 11:23-25 
6 Matthew 26:33-35; Luke 22:31-34; John 13:33-38 
7 Isaiah 53:12 



Men :  He said to them, “That is enough.”8 
 
Pastor:  Then Jesus said to them, “This night you will all fall away on account of me, for it is written, ‘I  
             will strike the shepherd, and the sheep of the flock will be scattered.’9 But after I have been raised,  
             I will go ahead of you into Galilee.”10 
Women:  After they sang a hymn, Jesus went out with his disciples across the Kidron  
                  Valley, to the Mount of Olives, where there was a garden called Gethsemane. He  
                  and his disciples went into it.  
Men:  Now Judas, who was betraying him, also knew the place, because Jesus often met  
            there with his disciples.11  
 
Pastor:  When he reached the place, Jesus told his disciples, “Sit here, while I go over there and pray.  
              Keep praying that you may not enter into temptation.” 
Women:  Then he took Peter, James, and John along with him and began to be troubled  
                  and distressed.  
 
Pastor:  He said to them, “My soul is overwhelmed with sorrow, even to the point of death. Stay here and  
             keep watch.”  
Congregation:  He withdrew from them about a stone’s throw, knelt down, and prayed,  
 
Men:  “Father, if you are willing, take this cup away from me. Nevertheless, not my will,  
            but yours be done.” 
 
Women:  When he rose from prayer, he went to the disciples and found them sleeping as a  
                  result of sorrow. 
 
Pastor:  He said to Peter, “Simon, are you sleeping? Were you not strong enough to keep watch for one  
             hour? Watch and pray that you may not enter into temptation. The spirit is willing, but the flesh 
             is weak.” 
Men:  He went away a second time and prayed, “My Father, if it is not possible for this cup  
            to pass from me unless I drink it, may your will be done.”  
 
Women:  Again he returned and found them sleeping, because their eyes were heavy. They 
                 did not know what they should answer him. 
 
Congregation:  He left them again, went away, and prayed a third time. He said the same  
                             words as before. 
 
Pastor:  An angel from heaven appeared to him and strengthened him.  
Men:  As he was in agony, he prayed more fervently.  

                                              
8 Luke 22:35-38 
9 Zechariah 13:7 
10 Matthew 26:31-32 
11 John 18:1-2; Matthew 26:30,36 



Women:  His sweat became like great drops of blood falling to the ground.  
 
Pastor:  Then he returned to his disciples and said to them, “Are you still sleeping and resting? Look, the 
hour is near, and the Son of Man is betrayed into the hands of sinners. Rise. Let us go. Look, my betrayer 
is near!” 12 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY:  CW 303                        “With Broken Heart and Contrite Sigh” 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
SERMON TEXT AND THEME                            Psalm 51:5     
        

Certainly, I was guilty when I was born. I was sinful when my mother conceived me. 
 

REVEALING OUR SINFUL NATURE 
 

                                              
12 Matthew 26:36-46; Mark 14:32-42; Luke 22:39-46  



INTERCESSORY PRAYERS 
 

LORD, HAVE MERCY 

Kyrie 

 

 

 

P:  For the well-being of people everywhere, for the growth of your church in all the world, and  
     for the strengthening of all who serve and worship here, we pray, O Lord: 

 

 
P:  For one another, young and old, for your blessings that come with every stage of life, and for 
      joy in doing your will, we pray, O Lord: 

 

 
P:  For our public servants who work day and night to bring protection, justice, learning, and  
      health to this and every place, we pray to you, O Lord: 

 

 
 
P:  For favorable weather and bountiful harvests, for clothing and food, for health of body, mind,  
      and spirit, and for deliverance from all sin and every form of evil, we pray to you, O Lord: 

 

 
 
 



P:  For the faithful who have gone before us, who have shared with us your good news, whose souls  
     are now at rest in your heavenly kingdom, we give you thanks, O Lord: 

 

 
P:  In thanksgiving for your many and varied gifts to us, we now commend ourselves to your care.  
      Be our shield and strength, O Lord. 

 
 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 
 
C:  Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come,  

       thy will be done  
on earth as it is in heaven.   

      Give us this day our daily bread;  
      and forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those  
who trespass against us;  

      and lead us not into temptation, 
      but deliver us from evil.   
      For thine is the kingdom   

and the power and the glory  
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
 
PRAYER  
 
P:  Almighty God, you sent your Son to proclaim your kingdom and to teach with authority.  Anoint us 
with the power of your Spirit that we, too, may bring good news to the afflicted, bind up the 
brokenhearted, and proclaim liberty to the captive; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  
C:  Amen. 
 

 

 

 

 

 



SONG OF SIMEON 
Nunc Dimittis 

 

 
 

 

BLESSING 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 CLOSING HYMN:  CW 109                                                                   “When O’er My Sins I Sorrow”                   
 

 
 
 

 
Officiants 

Accompanist:  Kayla Liechty 
Liturgist & Preacher:  Pastor Kenneth Jahnke 

 
*ALL CHURCH SERVICE AND MUSIC ITEMS ARE PRINTED UNDER ONE LICENSE – A-717618. 

 


