
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



ZION EV. LUTHERAN CHURCH, MONROE, MI 
(Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod) 

 

First Midweek Lenten Worship 
Order of Service 
March 12, 2025 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

WELCOME TO ZION.  It is our hope and prayer that the message you hear today from God’s Word will 
strengthen your faith and fill your heart with the peace only God can give and the joy we have in believing 
that JESUS CHRIST is our Savior from sin.  
 

Worship Focus: We are called to repentance and renewal as we begin the disciplines of Lent. 
 

OPENING HYMN:  CW 111                                                     “Sweet the Moments, Rich in Blessing” 
 

 
 
INVOCATION 

P:  In the name of the Father and of the Son  and of the Holy Spirit. 
C:  Amen. 
 



CONFESSION OF SINS 
P:  If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 
C:  If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and  
      purify us from all unrighteousness. 
 
P:  Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 
C:  Holy God, gracious Father, 
      I am sinful by nature 
      and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions. 
      I have not loved you with my whole heart; 
      I have not loved others as I should. 
      I deserve your punishment both now and forever. 
      But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins 
      with his holy life and innocent death. 
      Trusting in him, I pray: 
      God, have mercy on me, a sinner. 
 
Silence for meditation and reflection. 
 
ABSOLUTION 
P:  Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us.  He sent his only Son, Jesus Christ,     
       who gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world.  Therefore, as a  
       called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the  

       Father and of the Son  and of the Holy Spirit. 
C:   Amen. 
 
LITANY PRAYER 
 
P: O God the Father, you are not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to  
             the saving knowledge of the Truth. 
C: Have mercy on us. 
 
P: O God the Son, you carried the sin of the whole world and laid down your life to draw  
            all people to yourself. 
C: Have mercy on us. 
 
P: O God the Holy Spirit, you make the hearts of the spiritually dead alive and transform  
             rebellious people into your children. 
C: Have mercy on us. 
 
P: Most holy and triune God, we offer our praise for your mercy and grace which you pour  
            out through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
C: We praise you, O Lord. 
 



P: For revealing yourself in the Book of Truth, for gathering nations to faith by that Word,  
            for bringing our souls to believe and rejoice,  
C: We thank you, O Lord. 
 
P: For martyrs, reformers, and steadfast Christians who scorned personal danger to  
            proclaim the gospel, 
C: We thank you, O Lord. 
 
P: Stir up our hearts with the joy of our salvation and increase our love and loyalty to you. 
C: Lord, have mercy. 
 
P: Constantly cleanse, reform, and protect your Church in this day of spreading error and  
            confusion. 
C: Christ, have mercy. 
 
P: Bring your kingdom to all blood-bought souls who remain lost. 
C: Lord, have mercy. 
 
P: The Lord Almighty is with us; he is our mighty fortress.  Let us exalt his holy name. 
 
PSALM 27                                              CW 75 
 

 
 

Hear my voice when I call, O LORD;* 

be merciful to me and answer me. 
 

Do not hide your face from me,* 

do not turn your servant away in anger;  

you have been my helper. 
 

Do not reject me or forsake me,* 

O God my Savior. 



 
 

Refrain 
 

Though my father and mother forsake me,* 

the LORD will receive me. 

 

I am still confident of this:* 

I will see the goodness of the LORD in the land of the living. 

 

Wait for the LORD;* 

be strong and take heart and wait for the LORD. 

 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son* 

and to the Holy Spirit, 

as it was in the beginning,* 

is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 

Refrain 

Refrain Tune: David Haas. © 1983 GIA Publications, Inc., Chicago, IL, www.giamusic.com. All rights reserved. Used by per 
 
PASSION HISTORY RESPONSIVE READING  
 

THE PASSION HISTORY OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST 
LESSON ONE 

 

Pastor:  The Festival of Unleavened Bread, which is called the Passover, was approaching. Jesus said to his 
             disciples,  
Men:  “You know that after two days it will be the Passover, and the Son of Man will be  
            handed over to be crucified.” 
 

Pastor:  Then the chief priests and the elders of the people assembled in the palace of the high priest,  
             whose name was Caiaphas.  
Women:  They plotted together how to arrest Jesus in some deceitful way and kill him.  
 

Congregation:  But they said, “Not during the Festival, or else there might be a riot among  
                             the people.” 



Pastor:  Satan entered Judas, called Iscariot, who was one of the Twelve. He went away and spoke with  
             the chief priests and officers of the temple guard about how he could betray Jesus to them. They 
             were glad and agreed to give him money. He promised to do it and was looking for an opportunity  
             to betray Jesus to them away from the crowd.1 
Women:  On the first day of the Festival of Unleavened Bread, when the Passover lamb is  
                    sacrificed, his disciples asked him,  
Men:  “Where do you want us to go and prepare for you to eat the Passover?”  
 

Pastor:  He sent two of his disciples and said to them, “Go into the city, and there a man carrying a jar of  
             water will meet you. Follow him. Wherever he enters, tell the owner of the house that the  
             Teacher says, ‘Where is my guest room, where I may eat the Passover with my disciples?’ He will  
             show you a large upper room, furnished and ready. Make preparations for us there.” 
Women:  They went and found things just as he had told them, and they prepared the  
                  Passover.  
 

Pastor:  When the hour had come, Jesus reclined at the table with the twelve apostles.  
Men:  He said to them, “I have eagerly desired to eat this Passover with you before I suffer,  
            for I tell you, I will not eat it again until it is fulfilled in the kingdom of God.”2  
 

Congregation:  A dispute arose among the disciples about which of them was  
                            considered to be greatest.  
 

Pastor:  But he told them, “The kings of the Gentiles lord it over them, and those who have authority over  
             them are called Benefactors. But it is not to be that way with you. Instead, let the greatest among  
             you become like the youngest, and the one who leads like the one who serves. For who is greater,  
             one who reclines at the table or one who serves? Isn’t it the one who reclines at the table? But I am  
             among you as one who serves. You are those who have remained with me in my trials. I am going  
            to grant a kingdom to you, just as my Father granted to me, so that you may eat and drink at my  
            table in my kingdom. And you will sit on thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel.”3 
Women:  Before the Passover Festival, Jesus knew that the time had come for him to leave  
                  this world and go to the Father.  
 

Congregation:  Having loved those who were his own in the world, he loved them to  
                             the end.4 
 

Men:  By the time the supper took place, the Devil had already put the idea into the heart  
            of Judas, son of Simon Iscariot, to betray Jesus. 
 

Congregation:  Jesus knew that the Father had given all things into his hands, and that he  
                             had come from God and was going back to God.  
 

 
 

                                              
1
 Matthew 26:1-5; Mark 14:1-2; Luke 22:1-6 

2
 Matthew 26:17-20; Mark 14:12-17; Luke 22:7-17 

3
 Luke 22:24-30 

4
 Or to the fullest extent 



Pastor:  He got up from the supper and laid aside his outer garment. He took a towel and tied it around  
              his waist.  
Women:  Then he poured water into a basin and began to wash his disciples’ feet, drying  
                  them with the towel that was wrapped around him. 
Men:  He came to Simon Peter, who asked him, “Lord, are you going to wash my feet?” 
 

Pastor:  Jesus answered him, “You do not understand what I am doing now, but later you will  
             understand.” 
Men:  Peter told him, “You will never, ever, wash my feet!” 
 

Pastor:  Jesus replied, “If I do not wash you, you have no part with me.” 
Men:  “Lord, not just my feet,” Simon Peter replied, “but also my hands and my head!” 
 

Congregation:  Jesus told him, “A person who has had a bath needs only to wash his feet, 
                             but his body is completely clean. And you5 are clean, but not all of you.”  
                             Indeed, he knew who was going to betray him. That is why he said, “Not all 
                             of you are clean.” 
 

Women:  After Jesus had washed their feet and put on his outer garment, he reclined at  
                  the table again.  
 

Pastor:  “Do you understand what I have done for you?” he asked them. “You call me Teacher and Lord.  
              You are right, because I am. Now if I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also  
              ought to wash one another’s feet. Yes, I have given you an example so that you also would do just  
              as I have done for you. Amen, Amen,6 I tell you: A servant is not greater than his master, nor is a  
              messenger greater than the one who sent him. If you know these things, you are blessed if you 
              do them.”7 
 
Congregation:  He took a cup, gave thanks, and said, “Take this and divide it among  
                             yourselves, for I tell you, from now on I will not drink of the fruit of the  
                             vine until the kingdom of God comes.”8 
 
 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY:  CW 396                            “In Adam We Have All Been One” 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

                                              
5
 You is plural. 

6
 Usually people say Amen at the end of a prayer, but Jesus used this Hebrew word at the beginning of a statement, which was unique. The inspired writer simply transliterated the Hebrew word that Jesus spoke, instead of using a Greek term. 

This translation does the same in English. The basic meaning is I solemnly tell you the truth. Here it is emphasized by being used twice. See FAQ #1 at wartburgproject.org/faqs/ 
7
 John 13:1-17 

8
 Luke 22:17-18 



 
 
 
SERMON TEXT AND THEME                              Psalm 51:1-2     
  
1 Be gracious to me, God, according to your mercy. Erase my acts of rebellion according to the greatness 
of your compassion. 2 Scrub me clean from my guilt. Purify me from my sin.                  
                                                                     

REALIZING OUR NEED FOR REPENTANCE 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
PRAYER  
 
P:  Gracious Lord, according to your will and promise, 
C:  you sent your Son into our world to atone for sin and restore eternal life. 
 

 
P:  You planned his path to the cross, 
C:  and he followed it perfectly. 
 

P:  He confronted the blindness of unbelief, the confusion of doubt, and the hurt of death 
C:  but was not deterred as he proclaimed your kingdom to the least, the last, and the lost. 
 

P:  As we hear and contemplate the holy record of our Savior’s passion and death, 
C:  use the sharp message of the law to empty us of pride and self-reliance. 
 

P:  Humble us as we view the Savior in his humility, 
C:  remembering and believing that he endured the cross so we might be freed from its  
      horror. 
 
P:  In his suffering show us our healing, 
C:  in his grief show us our joy, 
 

P:  and in his death show us our life. 
C:  Hear our prayers, Lord, for the sake of Jesus. Amen.  
 
 
CONSECRATION OF ELEMENTS 
 
 
DISTRIBUTION 
DISTRIBUTION HYMNS:  CW 304                               “Jesus Sinners Does Receive” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 



CLOSING PRAYER 
 
APOSTOLIC BLESSING 
C:  Amen (sings) 
 
CLOSING HYMN:  CW 109                                               “When O’er My Sins I Sorrow”        
            

 
 

 
Officiants 

Accompanist:  Deanna Schneck 
Liturgist & Preacher:  Pastor Bill Finn 

 
*ALL CHURCH SERVICE AND MUSIC ITEMS ARE PRINTED UNDER ONE LICENSE – A-717618. 


